It is of no news to the readership of Emu Austral Ornithology that birds are in trouble. The unprecedented decline of bird numbers in North America, 3 billion birds or 29% of abundance since 1970 (Rosenberg et al. 2019) is but one example of documented accounts of disappearances of birds across the world. In the southern hemisphere, sharp declines in migratory shorebird populations due to changes in migratory stopover sites, highlight the interconnected nature of our fragile globe (Studds et al. 2017) . Altering these patterns and even reversing the trajectories of many bird populations requires coordinated action; not only scientific research to document the declines, but also discussion and public engagement to advocate for the societal priorities which are necessary to effect change. It is in this environment Emu Austral Ornithology has instigated a new format of publication, the Ornithological Forum. The Forum aims to provide a medium for highlighting and discussing topical issues in ornithology. In this short format, we hope to provide Conversation-style discussion of the issues of most interest to ornithologists working in the southern hemisphere. In this short, accessible format we hope to be able to promote discussion of ornithology by the broader public. The motivation for the Ornithological Forum is not solely to document conservation-related topics, but the current state of the world's birds may mean this forms a primary focus. In the current issue, we offer two new Ornithological Forum papers. In the first Savage (2020) argues for the value of long-running ornithological records from journals such as Emu Austral Ornithology, which can document change not only in bird populations, but also changes in whole scientific fields across decades. In our second offering, Garnett (2020) discusses how ornithological conservation priorities are decided and whether documenting locally significant species deserving of conservation action can offer useful supplements to threatened species listing for austral birds. We hope the readership will enjoy this new format and use it to keep a finger on the pulse of austral ornithology.
